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The main purpose of the foundation of ISDE was to complete the education of the law graduates, with the
aim to contribute to the society with lawyers with an excellent education and capable to respond with
professionalism and integrity to the demands required by this profession in its different specialties.

ISDE has grown and developed, as well as its offer in Master Programmes and its commitment on preparing
lawyers who will assume important responsibilities in the present society.
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Letter from the Director of ISDE 
Mr. Juan José Sánchez Puig
The ver y etymology of the word Master embodies the philosophy underpinning ISDE’s educational objective,
where the student is the focal point and the absolute protagonist. All of our resources and effor ts are focused on
achieving this objective, which is to ensure that the student has mastered the subject matter by the end of the
programme. 

Par tnerships with the leading figures in the world of law and business, a proven training method, the personal
attention of the teaching and coordination team, and all of our technical and human resources are placed at the
disposal of our students in our quest to ensure that the programmes achieve their utmost educational goals and
make the time and effor t devoted to them wor th the while.

Throughout the years, we have striven and succeeded in ensuring that our students not only acquire the most up-
to-date knowledge, but that they also accomplish their personal and professional development goals through the
acquisition of skills and competencies that lay the foundation for a new stage in their careers.

The sum of the effor ts of the ISDE and its students –without whose commitment the most qualified staff or
technical resources would ser ve no purpose- has made us proud to see how those who trusted us with their
training needs have gone on to enjoy highly successful careers and to occupy the senior positions they so brilliantly
and so efficiently prepared themselves for.

Loyalty to the spirit and methods that have earned us the trust of thousands of students, and continuous upgrading
and improvement of our training methods, have placed us at the forefront of our field, as evidenced by our
performance in independent rankings.

The accomplishment of these objectives in recent years has driven us to never lose sight of the fact that our goal
is the success of our students.

Mr. Juan José Sánchez Puig
Executive Director



Introduction

This programme is designed for recent graduates in Law and other persons with interest in developing their career in the Sports
Law world. The applicants must be able to attend and dedicate one year to the programme as a full-time student. It is also
mandatory for all students to have a good knowledge of English as the Master is fully taught in English. 

In addition to all the Institutions, Law firms and Sports Clubs that were already partners of this programme, it has now been
enriched with the Academic Stay that will take place at the Wolfson College of Cambridge. During the first part of the programme
the Students will travel to Cambridge to receive classes from the best sport law specialists from the United Kingdom, in a College
that is known to be the most cosmopolitan of Cambridge University. Wolfson College is one of the 31 Colleges of the University
of Cambridge, and the majority of the students are carrying out research towards postgraduate degrees, in particular PhDs,
MPhils and Master degrees. During this week the students will have the chance to know from the inside the organization of an
English Football Club by visiting one. After this time spent in the United Kingdomthe students will receive a certificate of
attendance of this Academic time spent in Cambridge University. 

This new Academic Trip comes in addition to the one that brings our students to Switzerland to visit the most important Sport
Organizations, such as the I.O.C., C.A.S/T.A.S, UEFA…

The program is divided into 2 phases:

1st phase: Begins in January  and ends in June. During this period, students will attend lectures at ISDE Academic Center in
Madrid, Spain (C/ Recoletos, 6). 

Students will also attend lectures for a week at Wolfson College, University of Cambridge, UK, as part of the international
collaboration programme with Cambridge University. They will also make an Academic Trip to Switzerland to visit the most
important Sport Organizations.

2nd phase: From 4 to 6 months in one of our collaborating entities. Each student will complete this internship phase at the
premises of one of these collaborating entities of the Master, under the conditions and rules set by those entities. For this reason,
the schedule for the second phase is subject to further modifications.The Graduation Ceremony takes place in July.
The total duration of the program exceeds 1500 hours.
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• Lectures given by Guest Professors:
Each week is dedicated to one topic (a few topics are longer and are
exceptionally dealt with over two weeks). Each Guest Professor will have at
his disposal 8 hours (2 days) to present the topic of the week. The topics are
completed by further classes given by senior lecturers of the ISDE, as well as
practical classes given by junior lecturers. Some Guest
Professors are assigned to practical tutorials. The practical tutorials aim to
approach a specific topic through both theoretical and practical ways. The
idea is to study a question of Sports law with the support of practical
exercise, imaginary or real cases actively debated with the students.

Guest Professors are kindly invited to inform and provide ISDE with the
literature and/or documents related to their class that the students shall read
and prepare in advance, if any. In any case, each Guest Professor shall feel
free to organize practical cases, active exercises or discussions for the students
within the time allocated to the class.

• Lectures given by senior professors: 
The senior professors are experienced lecturers working for ISDE. In
principle, normal classes are held twice a week (8 hours). The senior
professors will develop and complete the topic of the week in
order to give the students the best and most complete overview of each
topic. They will be at the disposal of the students by answering their
enquiries or by going deeper into specific questions, taking into account the
enquiries of the students and the proposal of the Guest Professors.

• Practical Classes given by junior lecturers:
Practical classes are usually held once a week (4 hours) and are conducted
by junior professors. The practical classes are related to the topic of the week. 
These classes aim to offer the students the opportunity of getting the
practical application of the topics discussed with and taught by the Guest
Professors through concrete cases, exercises, description of situations, etc.
Guest Professors are cordially invited, according to their availability, to
propose, recommend or suggest topics, documentation or specific case law
related to their class in view of the practical class to the senior and junior
lecturer.

Description of the topics

Introduction
Introduction to sports law in general, sport in society, governance in sport
overview of the organizational developments of sport, its national and
international institutions, and their legal form from an historical and modern 

Mr. Jeffrey Miskhin.
Professor of the Master in 
International Sports Law

‘The second phase of the program
consists of an internship where
each student will have the 
opportunity to put into practice in 
concrete situations the knowledge
acquired during the first phase of
the Master. The internship is as
well an excellent opportunity for
networking and accumulating 
working experiences that will be
useful for those who wish to carry
on working mainly in sports law’
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The descriptions of the topics are drawn up in their main features. All Guest Professors are free to approach and raise any 
related issues they deem interesting and appropriate.



point of view, presentation of the rules governing sports
activities, the scope of application, the cohabitation of sports
law and state law system, sports governing and judicial bodies,
and any issues that sports Law and institutions may face in the
coming years.

Sports Institutions

IOC and its structures
Presentation of the IOC and its structures, understanding of
the IOC, its genesis, its functions, its organizations, its role in the
promotion of sport, the delimitation of the competences 
towards and the cooperation with other sport associations, its
statutes and regulations, the Olympic movement.

FIFA and its structures
Complete account of FIFA, its structure, its role and functions,
its competences, the competences of its member associations
and confederations, and its regulations. FIFA regulations, in
particular the Regulations for the status and transfer of players
(training compensation, solidarity mechanism, registration of
players, transfer of players, stability of contracts).

WADA, its structures
Doping history and creation of the WADA, its mission, its
statutes, its composition and its programs, the World
Anti-Doping code, doping case law.

Functioning of a football association 
Description of the practical experience of a football
association, how is a football asso-ciation organized, financing,
functions, attributions, the decision process  within a football

association, internal regulations, dispute-related deciding bodies,
participation of the clubs and players, national team.

Applicable regulations

International law: State law vs. Sport law
The regulatory framework (national and European regulations
vs. regional, national and international sports federations), the
interaction of sport associations law and state law, recognition
of the organizational union, the question whether sport can be
regulated by States or Europe, the frontiers of regulatory
mechanisms, the legal autonomy of Sport organizations and the
restrictions of European Law, the principles of the EU treaty
which include, the basic freedoms of mobility (people,
establishment, services and capital) and free competition,
regulation of the migration of professional sportsmen in
Post-Bosman Europe.

Competition law (EU competition law)
General principles of the EU competition law, areas of
applications, conditions of applications, consequences on the
association’s rules and regulations as well as on the
commercialization of sporting rights, antitrust authorities, case law.

Sports Law

Globalization in sport

Law of contracts
Minimum requirements of a contract, clauses of jurisdiction,
applicable law, salvation clause, penalty clause, liquidated
damage, violation of contracts, enforcement of contracts,
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cautelary and provisional measures in case of non-
fulfillment.

Labor law 
First part: Principles
Employment relationship between employers and sportsmen,
state and associations rules governing the contractual
relationship between the club and sportsmen, protection of
the sportsman as an employee, labor principles applying
specifically to sport, specificities of sportsmen’s contracts,
conclusion and duration of employment contacts.

Second part: Breach of contract
Principle of contractual stability in football, breach of contract,
termination with just cause, notion of gross misconduct,
consequences of breach of contract (sportive and financial
sanctions), method for resolving disputes (civil court,
arbitration, mediation, etc.), case law.

Doping and state law
Principle of prohibition of drug use, delimitation between
authorized substances and prohibited substances, applicable
regulations (associations and state law, delimitation), state law
regulating doping offences, legal challenges beside the
medical dilemma, means of redress, controls, criminal and civil
responsibility, case law.

Civil and criminal liability of sportsmen 
Consent and the rules of the game, interplay of civil and
criminal liability for sporting injuries, doping, degree of fault
(tort, negligence,…) range of sanctions (disciplinary and
criminally), compensation, case law.

Business Law

Intellectual property law
The protection of sportsmen’s images in relation to other
individual rights and the limits of this protection, the
protection of the sportsmen’s person and personality and their
economical interests, exercise and exploitation of image rights,

ownership of  intellectual rights (photograph, trademarks,
copyright, TV rights exploitation contracts, other rights)
agreements for the  exploitation of features of one’s personality,
the commercial exploitation of the sportsmen’s image, remedies
against infringers, privacy and publicity Right, new media. 

Financial & economic principle of sport
Financial and economic aspects of sport organizations,
financial sources of clubs, leagues, federations, concepts of
financial management, analyze techniques used in the sport
industry, can a club be profitable?

Legal instruments related to sport financing
What are the most common contracts made between a
sports entity and the subsidizing entity?

Marketing, commercial sponsoring, merchandising and
TV rights (2 parts)
Commercialization of rights in spor t, its principles with
focus on the specifics and requirements of spor t.
Marketing in sport and through sport, commercialization
of spor tive-related services, products issued from the
various entities in spor ts (merchandising), commercial
advertising and sponsoring.

First part: Marketing and sponsoring
General principles of sport marketing and sport 
sponsoring, the definition of marketing, specificities of the bid
and offer in sports, structure of the sport market, marketing
of (selected) clubs or football associations, introduction to
the first appearance of sponsoring in Sport and its modern
form, function of the sponsoring agencies, function of the
mass media in sponsoring.

Second part: Merchandising and TV rights.
Definition of the merchandising related to professional sports
team and their players, the principle of  merchandising, brand
or image, developing advertising, display and applicable
regulations. Definition of the TV rights, the principles, the
market, the specificities, broadcasting, revenue, specific issues
regarding  ownership and competition law.
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Human rights and sports
Interaction of the human rights with sport with support of
practical cases or examples of case law, right to work and to
develop, religious belief (e.g. training during Ramadan for
Muslims or on Saturday for Jews), the physical integrity and the
personal liberties of sportsmen in their professional or
amateur activities (e.g. does the taking of blood sample for
doping reasons violate the basic rights of an athlete).

Tax law
The tax law class contains the following topics:
The tax residence of the sportsmen; the different 
criteria in the international
National laws and in the international rules
Taxation of image rights
Sport Service and VAT
Rules in double tax treaties against the abuse of 
companies
The tax planning of the wealth of the sportsmen

Alternative Dispute Settlement:

Mediation, Arbitration
Arbitration: Arbitration institutions, ordinary and appeal
procedures, categories of sports-related disputes, awards.

Mediation: concept, advantages, forms (conciliation, mediation,
neutral evaluation, expert determination), mediation by a
mediator or by sports bodies, the role of the sports ombu
dsman, the athletes ombudsman.

Hearings
A factual arbitration hearing will take place with the students
acting as parties, arbitrators and experts. Discussions with the
students will follow the hearing.

General description 10
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Academic Program

1.CIVIL LAW
a. Introduction to Sports Law
b. Alternative Dispute Settlement
c. State Law vs. Sports Law
d. Labour Law
e. Law of Contracts
f. Civil and Criminal liability of athletes

2. BUSINESS LAW
a. Competition Law
b. Tax Law
c. Financial and Economic principles of sports

3. SPORTS LAW IN EUROPE
a. Swiss Law and the resolution of sports conflicts
b. CAS/TAS
c. ECA
d. FIFA
e. UEFA

4. SPORTS LAW IN SPAIN. RELEVANT INSTITU-
TIONS
a. Spanish Higher Council of Sports
b. Spanish Football League

5. SPORTS LAW IN US
a. Issues in the US sports law
b. Sports Law and national identity
c. Antitrust framework of professional sports
-National football league
-Baseball
-Basketball

d. US Professional Sports Law
e. US Amateur Sports Law

6. SPORTS LAW IN UK
a. English Lae and the Common Law in UK
b. Issues in the UK sports law
c. Sports Law in the UK versus Global Sports Law
d. UK relevant law and sports institutions
e. Sports agents and sports law practitioners
f. The language of sport.

7. SPORTS LAW IN FORMULA 1

8. DOPING
a. Doping and State Law
b. WADA and its structures

9. NEGOTIATION
a. Negotiation & Arbitration
b. Mediation
c. Buying and selling clubs

10. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW

11. COMMON LAW
a. Sportsmen image rights
b. Human rights law
c. Data protection
d. Commercial sponsoring and merchandising
e. Sports TV rights

12. SOCIOLOGY AND TUTORIALS
a. Sport in society
b. Gambling in sports
c. Advanced skills in managing conflict
d. Sport Coaching
e. Career Counseling

13. INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION PRO-
GRAMME
a. Introduction to English Law and the Common Law
b. Issues in UK Sports Law
c. Analysis of some landmark UK sports law cases
d. The ad hoc division of the Court of Arbitration for Sport
at the London Olympics
e. CAS: towards a Lex Sportiva
f. On being a sports agent & on being a sports law practi-
tioner
g. The language of sport
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Mr. Jeffrey Mishkin
USA
Lawyer, Partner at Skadden Arps

Mr. David Wu
China
Lawyer, Partner at Boss & Young 
Attorneys at Law Shanghai
CAS Arbitrator

Mr. Omar Ongaro
Switzerland
Lawyer, Head of Players’ Status & 
Governance at FIFA

Mr. Oliver Luck
USA
Executive Vicepresident of regulatory
affairs at NCAA

Dennis Koolaard
Netherlands
Attorney at De Kempenaer Advocaten

Mr. Ramón Mullerat
Spain
Lawyer, Partner at PWC

Mr. Mitch Nathanson
USA
Lawyer, Villanova University

Mr. Ricardo Oliveras
Spain
Partner at Écija

Mr. Alessandro Pieralli
Spain
Lawyer, Maluker Advocats

Mr. Íñigo Quintana
Spain
Lawyer, Partner at Cuatrecasas, 
Gonçalves Pereira

Mr. Luis Alonso
Spain
Lawyer, Partner at Clifford Chance

Mr. Roberto Álvarez
Spain
Lawyer,  Partner at Cuatrecasas Gon-
çalves Pereira

Mr.  Leonardo Andreotti
Brazil
Lawyer,  Partner at Andreotti 
Advocacia Desportiva 

Mr. Kaisor Basar
Spain
Solicitor, Interlex Sport

Mr. Andrew Brandt
USA
Lawyer, NFL

Ms. Delia Castaños
Spain
Lawyer, Gómez Acebo & Pombo

Brianna Quinn
Switzerland
Lawyer at Lévy Kaufmann-Kohler

Mr. Javier Hernández Galante
Spain
Lawyer, Partner at Ashurst

Mr. Manuel Garayo
Spain
Lawyer, Zurdo & Garayo

Mr. Rodrigo García Lucas
Spain
Lawyer, Laffer Abogados

Julien Sieveking
Canada
Chief Legal Manager at WADA

Vered Yakovee
USA
Vice President &amp; Associate General
Counsel at Miami HEAT

Daniel Cravo
Brazil
Partner at Cravo, Pastl, Balbuena

Dídac Severino
Spain-UK
SeniorAssociate (Corporate/M&A) at
Clifford Chance 

Alfonso Gómez-Acebo
Spain
Partner, Baker & McKenzie

Robert Pongracz
Romania
Vice President en Liga Profesionista de
Fotbal

Daniel Muñoz
Spain
Partner at Muñoz & Arias Sports 
Lawyers

Desirée Bellia
Switzerland
Legal affairs manager at ECA

Rodrigo Arias
Switzerland
Integrity Manager - FIFA Security 
Division

Gregory Bloom
USA
Partner at Chase Lawyers

Miguel Liétard
Spain
Lawyer at Sport Advisers

Stuart McInnes
UK
Consultant Squire Patton Boggs

William Sternheimer
Switzerland
Deputy Secretary General at Court of
Arbitration for Sport

Oliver Jaberg
Switzerland
Head of Corporate Legal at FIFA

Mike Morgan
UK
Partner at Morgan Sports Law LLP

Ulrich Haas
Switzerland
University of Zurich

Marc Valentin Lenz
Switzerland
Club Licensing & Financial Fair Play at
UEFA
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* Faculty staff are subject to change, in accordance with programme requirements.

Kimberly Morris
Switzerland
Head of Integrity &amp; Compliance at
FIFA TMS

Jan Kleiner
Switzerland
Senior Associate Bär & Karrer

Ariel Reck
Argentina
Sports Lawyer

Mr. Jeff Miller
USA
Lawyer

Takehiko Nakamura
President and CEO at Blue United Cor-
poration
Japan and USA

Íñigo de la Calle
Spain
Partner and Senn Ferrero

David Casserly
UK and Switzerland
Barrister

Georgi Gradev
Bulgaria
Football agent

Andrea Bozza
Italy
Partner - Sports Law at Guardamagna
& Associati

Ashley Ehlert
Switzerland
Legal Counsel at International Ice Hoc-
key Federation

David Dein
UK
Former vice-chairman of Arsenal Foot-
ball Club
Pedro García
Portugal
Partner of CSA - Correia, Seara, Caldas,
Simões and Associate, Law Firm

Michael Gerlinger
Germany
Arbitrator in FIBA and CAS proceedings

Sabrina Buljubasic
Bosnia-Herzegovina
In House Counsel FC Sarajevo

Luis Fernando Novaes
Brazil
Lawyer Nemetz & Kuhnen Advocacia

Benoit Pasquier
Malaysia
Director of Legal Affairs at the Asian Fo-
otball Confederation (AFC)

Nic Coward
UK
Adviser

Dirk-Reiner Martens
Germany
Managing Director of Martens Recht-
sanwälte

Dev Kumar Parmar
UK
Sports Law Adviser/Athlete Represen-
tative

Sarah Ochwada
Kenia
Sports & Entertainment Lawyer, Arbi-
trator

Daniel Lorenz
Portugal
Head of Internationalization at FC Porto

Loïc Morin
France
Responsable Service Juridique LFP

Kate Porter
USA
Associate Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP
Claude Ramoni
Switzerland
Partner at Libra Law

Wouter Lambrecht
Switzerland
Head of Legal at the European Club 
Association

Mario Vigna
Italy
Italian Olympic Committee

Stephen Bock
Switzerland
Legal Affairs Manager at 
Fédération Internationale de Volleyball

Elisenda Salrach
Spain
Legal Director Euroleague

Mr. Alberto Fortún
Spain
Lawyer, Partner at Cuatrecasas 
Gonçalves Pereira

Jacobo Beltrán
Spain
Senior Advisor at Grant Thornto

Dr. Fuxiu Ann 
China
CEO, Beijing Sportbank Investment 
& Management Co.

James Bunting
Canada
Partner, Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg,
LLP
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Documentation

Applicants willing to participate in the admission proces of
the Master shall complete a Registration Form, and send
it, fully completed, along with the following documentation: 

• Curriculum vitae
• Copy of the University Degree
• Copy of the University transcripts or University 

results certificate (in case you have not finished your studies
at the moment of application, please send us your current
academic record)
• A minimum of one reference letter from someone who
knows you from an academic or a working 
background
• Copy of the passport or other relevant 
identification document

These documents can be directly sent by email or by post, to
the attention of the Admissions Department, to: 

C/ Recoletos 6, 28001 Madrid, Spain
masters@isdemasters.com 

Applying

Those applicants, who successfully meet the minimum entry
requirements to join the course, shall also take the following
tests on a later date:

• Motivation test
• Psychometric test 
• Juridical skills exam
• English level exam

Prospective students are able to submit applications all year
round. However, the Admissions Committee assesses the
received applications twice a month and Applicants are
informed immediately of the outcome of their application. 

At the same time, if necessary, applicants can be asked to
submit further information or documentation to clarify
certain aspects of their academic and/or professional
background. The Admissions Committee is also entitled to
subject the acceptance of a certain applicant to a personal
interview. 

The number of the places available to study the Master is
limited and applications are assessed on a first come first
serve basis; we recommend a prompt application to the
program.

Location and Timetable 

The first phase of the Master in International Sports Law takes place
in our Academic Headquarters in Madrid.  The students are
obliged to attend lectures everyday plus the additional clas-
ses that can take place during also the afternoons. The stu-
dents shall take practical cases and exams related to the
classes they have each week.  Furthermore, the students will
visit once a week different departments of the top law firms
in Spain and other institutions and companies. These legal
offices and institutions are partners to ISDE.

The second phase takes place in the law Firms, institutions or
companies that have collaborated in teaching the program in
the first phase. ISDE collaborates and works closely with
institutions in the following countries: Spain, Portugal, France,
Italy, UK, Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, Belgium, Germany, 
Austria, Netherlands, Poland, Canada, USA, Argentina, Chile,
Brazil, Panama, Peru, Mexico, Costa Rica, etc. The critera used
to appoint the institution that will receive the student
consists in a detailed case by case analysis of the academic
performance of the student, personal profile, and the
previous acceptance from the receiving institution of that
particular student.

Admissions Procedure 16

Mr. Juan de Dios Crespo. Professor of the
Master in International Sports Law.
Partner of Ruiz, Huerta y Crespo.

'Students are in search of two differential facts: 
practical professors and a professional future within
their chosen field. In this program you can easily see all
the professors in different positions at CAS hearings,
UEFA appeals or FIFA proceedings and my previous
ISDE students working at international sports bodies or
Lawyers offices' 
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ROBERT PONGRACZ
Former MSL student 

'Generally you can describe the master as a great chance
to experience and enter the legal world of sports. For me
it's fascinating how the most famous sports lawyers who
have been involved in the sports world for a long time give
you their personal view and experience in the lectures. 

The facilities of ISDE are essential for this highly profes-
sional study. The Master not only helped me to unders-
tand better sports from a legal point of view but also
contributed very successfully to my career'

'The Master brought together students from different natio-
nalities. Certainly, this has enabled me to mingle as well as
learn the diverse cultures of the students enrolled in this mas-
ter, I personally view the ISDE as having given me the grea-
test opportunity to not only learn but to also explore the
wonderful world of sport from a legal perspective'

MR. JEFFREY A MISHKIN 
Professor of the Master in International Sports Law. 
Former  executive vice president and chief legal officer of
the NBA. Jeffrey A. Mishkin of Skadden, Arps

'The global business of sport requires lawyers who are well-
trained in all aspects of international sports issues. That
training is provided on a first-class basis by the ISDE Mas-
ter Program'

LORENZO GUERRERO BECERRA
Student of the Master in International Sports Law.

'One of the reasons why I decided to
take the Master was because it gua-
ranteed me: to be taught by the best
and top professional lawyers in this
field and because of the importance
that ISDE gives to the practical phase
making sure that all the students have
the opportunity to work and get 
involved with prestigious law firms or
sport institutions' 

GIACOMO LUISI
former MSL student 

'A master very complete for people who want to become
a specialist in Sports Law. High level of matters and 
teachers. Perfect organization'

Comments 17
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FELIX MAJANI
Alumni of the Master in International Sports Law. Lawyer
COELHO RIBEIRO E  ASSOCIADOS in Portugal.
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